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Advantages of working in the IT industy

A career in the IT industry is one of the 
most desirable careers of today. 

Not only is it leading the way in terms 
of job quality and higher salaries 
than the average ones in the market, 
but it also produces “environmentally 
friendly products” and records the 
fastest growth in exports, revenues, 
and number of employees. 

The quality of jobs in this industry 
is further reflected in the fact that 
it provides an excellent balance 
between work and private life to each 
employee. With free weekends, flexible 
working hours, and the possibility of 
unlimited remote work, this industry is 
an excellent choice for all those whose 

typical working hours are not ideal 
for organizing private life. 

The industry is very dynamic, and 
technologies are constantly advancing. 
Staying competitive and working on 
innovative projects is the main motivation 
for IT professionals to work, and the basis 
for companies to progress and grow.

Some of the features of the industry are: 

• Working with world-famous, global brands
• Possibility of fast career progress 
• Open communication at all levels within  
 teams, and companies
• Regular insight into one’s own progress 
• Indefinite contract is a standard 
• Lack of nepotism and corruption

Quality of the IT industry also 
reflects through solid investments 
of IT employers in the professional 
development of their employees.
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How to achieve a successful IT career?

Will, desire, and perseverance 
If you want to succeed in the IT industry and 
build a career that you will be proud of,  
you must be determined and willing to 
dedicate a significant period of dedicated 
learning. If that goes without saying for 
you, you have already passed the most 
important milestone and are one step 
closer to your IT career. 

Feeling the pulse of the industry 
When looking for the best way to learn a 
new profession, it is always the best option 
to choose training, workshops, internships 
or tailored programs offered by successful 
employers in the industry in which you 
want to work and thrive. They know exactly 
what skills are needed to work successfully 
in a company and how to transfer them to 
beginners in a practical way so they can 
quickly be competitive in the labor market.

Focus is on your skills 
IT companies do not pay much attention to 
the type of diploma you attach to your CV, 
or number of courses attended. They are 
exclusively interested in specific technical 
and functional skills, as well as projects you 
have worked on, through which they can 
easily gain insight into your abilities.
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Front end 
This term refers to a group of technologies 
used to build a visible part of web 
applications, within which users interact. 
So at this stage, absolutely every detail 
that the end-user sees on their screen is 
created. 

Back end 
This term refers to a group of 
technologies used to create background 
application processes and to establish 
communication with databases.

Most Wanted IT professionHow to achieve a successful IT career?

An occupation that is most in demand by IT 
employers is Full Stack Web Programer.

HTML5 CSS3 JavaScript (js) React.js Node.js MongoDB

Full stack indicates that the web developer knows the whole (full) spectrum of 
technology and skills needed to make a complete web application.

More precisely, a full stack involves knowing two different, but interdependent phases 
of application development known in the IT world as front-end and back-end.

Acquiring the title of full-stack web programmer through a perfectly structured and 
fully practical learning system is the focus of our program. You will get to learn: 
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Five years of research and 6000 hours of work 
were invested to create a full-stack program. 

Why Paragon?

More than one hundred Paragon students are 
bravely stepping towards their goal, and you can 
join them. 

Paragon includes: 

• State-of-the-art curriculum with 44 projects

• Specialized online platform for work 

• Access to Paragon mentors on daily basis (plus  
 weekly group meetings and 1-on-1 meetings) 

• Imitation of real IT environment and projects 

• 100% coding and 100% flexibility (participants are  
 doing tasks in their own pace)

• Continuous insight into personal progress 

• Focus on independent research and learning

• A community of participants with the   
 opportunity of team work

• Alumni group to share resources, nurture   
 community and track your further progress

• Lack of traditional classroom learning 

A direct path to work in the  
IT industry 
One of the benefits that the program offers 
is networking within the industry. During 9 
months of the program, you will meet many 
representatives of IT companies and hear about 

their work. Upon completion of the Paragon 
full-stack program, all successful participants 

(with a total score over 65%) will receive the 
opportunity for interviews with the best 

IT employers in their own country.

Paragon has multiple partners in 
the countries we operate.

The creators of the program are IT professionals who have ensured that you 
gradually enter the world of programming, through a carefully structured set of 
tasks and projects. Together with help of mentors - you get to have the title of junior 
full stack web developer in 9 months!
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With technical and functional skills acquired during 
the program, you will be ready to progress at a 
lightning pace. You will not have to wait 9 months 
to experience the charms of the IT industry because 
you will find many valuable activities during the 
Paragon full-stack program.
With Paragon, you will also get: 

EXCLUSIVE RESOURCES
In addition to access to the Paragon platform, all participants will receive 
access to a significant number of supporting materials that will greatly 
assist with their work on all Paragon projects. 

MEETUPS 
Meetups are one of the favorite forms of knowledge sharing among IT 
professionals! Paragon participants can attend a number of exclusive 
meetups tailored for them, where they will be presented with valuable 
topics by industry experts.

HANGOUTS
From time to time, we like to gather and meet - live, inviting all Paragon 
generations of students for drinks, BBQ and a live conversation.

CAREER HANDBOOK  
To further prepare you for everything that awaits you in the IT industry, a 
handbook with  profiles of leading IT companies, as well as best tips for 
starting a career will be available to all participants in Paragon.

INSIGHT INTO THE IT WORLD
Every student will have the opportunity to meet representatives of IT 
companies (project managers, QA engineers, developers and other profiles 
from the industry), through various workshops.
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Who is Paragon for?

Paragon is open for all the individuals who are 
over 18 years old. 
Paragon has a very rigorous, but fair selection process. The 3 week selection process 
ensures that candidates with the capacity and the will of steel - enter Paragon. For 
the rest, it is advised not to waste time and money unnecessarily. Still wondering if 
Paragon is the right choice for you? 

For those who answer at least one of these 
questions below in the affirmative, we say YES!

Do you want more than average working conditions? 

You can see yourself in the IT industry,  
but don’t have time for classic IT studies? 

Do you want to become a programmer, but don’t know where to start? 

Do you want to acquire knowledge from  
IT professionals coming from the industry?
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Price of the Program  
and Special Benefits

Special payment terms 
Information on payment terms is 
available on request via social networks 
or by email hello@paragon.ba.

The price of the Paragon full-stack program 
is 6000 BAM (3000 EUR).
The program is available for students from Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Montenegro, Serbia, and Slovenia. 

Scholarships and other 
benefits  
We have provided scholarships for the 
best participants of the Arena (free three 
weeks of the program).

Installment payment 
Paragon program allows you to pay the amount in 3 equal amounts within 6 

months from the beginning of Paragon. Terms of payment in installments 
are negotiated individually with each student. Payment is made upon 

signing the contract at the beginning of the Paragon full-stack 
program or in installments if agreed so.
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3 steps to Paragon

Anyone who wants to try programming is welcome, but only the top 100 students 
per cycle (those who show the greatest perseverance capacity in the Arena) will pass 
on to the Paragon full-stack program. This approach ensures a dedicated and serious 
approach from both sides - Paragon team and our students. 

The registration process is done exclusively through the Paragon website. It consists of 
filling in the field with basic information about you, and interesting questions that will 
give the Paragon team an insight into your motivation and readiness, as well as some 
fun logical tasks. 

During the Konekt phase, participants get acquainted with the basic IT concepts and 
participate in interesting online presentations of the Paragon team. In this phase, 
you will also meet all the mentors of the program, get introduced with the Paragon 
platform through which you will perform Arena and Paragon tasks, and get an insight 
into the tasks. 

Arena requires an average of 170 hours of work 
for successful completion. During this period 
participants master the basics of programming 
(a total of 17 tasks) in order to prepare themselves 
to enter Paragon. The Arena is an extremely 
challenging process that serves as a filter for 
deciding whether Paragon is the program for the 
participant or not.

Konekt and Arena phases are free of charge.

REGISTRATION www.paragon.baPhase 1 Online

Online

Online

KONEKT 1 weekPhase 2

ARENA 3 weeksPhase 3

3 free steps 
to program
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What do you need to get started?

Strong 
desire, 

will and 
motivation

Basics  
knowledge of 

English language

Personal 
computer

Access to the 
Internet
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How Paragon works

Through the same platform as Arena, Paragon 
offers 44 projects that are much more complex, 
but more flexible.  

If you dedicate more than the average time to researching 
and completing Paragon projects, the program can be  
completed earlier, but not less than 6 months. 

The top 100 participants who pass the 
Arena phase (step 3) will be given the 
opportunity to sign a contract and start 
their Paragon journey.  

After 9 months of Paragon, you will be 
fully ready to work in the IT industry 
as a full-stack web developer. You will 
have the most sought-after technical and 
functional skills that open the door to the 
IT industry and enable very fast progress.

To successfully complete the Paragon full 
stack program and realize all the benefits 
that it offers, on average it is necessary 
to dedicate 1600 hours of work over a 
period of 9 months.

The Final Exam
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Paragon projects

Using the technical and functional skills that you will obtain through the program, you 
will create amazing things! These are just some of the projects you will develop during 
the Paragon full-stack program:

Social Network & Hangman

Online Store

News and Weather portal

Comment Analysis Program

Games

Acquired skills

Research Skills 

Critical observation 

Logical thinking 

Creative problem solving 

Organization and prioritization 

Coping with the unknown 

Anyone who completes the Paragon full-stack program will be able to develop  
a complete web application, from its end-user layout to the smallest background 
processes. In addition to enviable technical skills and rich portfolio of projects,  
Paragon will help you develop very important functional skills such as: 

The Final Exam
After 9 months of intensive work on Paragon projects, 
participants will be invited for the final exam, where 
they will show all the acquired skills.

The technical task is done in order to grade the 
overall skills the participants have acquired. 

Paragon will completely (and from scratch) prepare you for everything that awaits 
you in the most dynamic industry of today.
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There are four major groupings  
of candidates throughout the Paragon.  

Result (points earned) 85%+

3 direct interviews with leading IT 
companies and the best chance of 
a dream job immediately after the 

program.

Interview in one of the leading IT 
companies and the possibility of 
employment or short additional 

internships in it.

1. Personalized plan for further training provided by mentors
2. Access to exclusive learning materials (1 year) 
3. Reduced price for re-enrollment in Paragon

Those who have between 25%-45% achieved points, 
receive a Certificate of Participation in the Paragon 
full stack program and a reduced price if they want 
to attend the next Paragon cycle. 

65-85% 45-65% 25-45%

What happens after Paragon?

For the first time, when you create a task that you thought was impossible, or when 
you make a great application like the social network, the pride and motivation you will 
feel are hard to describe. Very contagious. 

But there is another side. 

Frustration, desire to give up, and nervousness will also be an integral part of the 
journey. Anyone who perseveres and completes the final terms of reference will gain 
the full-stack skills of a web developer and additional benefits based on the points they 
earn, as outlined below.

14

85%+ 65-85%

45-65%

25-45%
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Experts about Paragon

Dinka Majanović

Jasmin Azemović

“This program provides an opportunity for success 
to all those who have ambitions and are willing 
to learn and develop, regardless of previous 
experience. It is really an innovation that BiH needs, 
especially because it includes significant mentoring 
support! Given the incredible success of similar 
programs in San Francisco and Paris, I am excited 
to see the changes that Paragon will surely create 
in a market that requires quality developers.”

“I have always advocated the concept of greater 
representation of the practical component in 
the education system with a focus on the latest 
technologies. The methodological framework used 
by Paragon has significantly accelerated the path for 
anyone who wants to enter the IT industry and start 
a successful career. Such a system of education did 
not exist in my time, everything depended on my own 
initiative. I am of the opinion that this is a strategic 
benefit that is now available to new generations of 
future IT professionals.”

IT Sector Leader - MarketMakers

Former dean of the Faculty of Information Technology 
in Mostar, IT expert with 25 years of experience

Paragon enjoys numerous partnerships from the largest international organizations 
that have recognized the value and importance of the program.
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Mersed Čamdžić

Sulejman Ćatibušić

Tatjana Vučić

“Nearly 300 experts working at Mistral have been 
selected solely on the basis of the experience we see 
through completed projects in the portfolio and the 
skills that these projects imply. The decisive factor 
in employment is their attitude towards work. It 
is very important for us to gather people who are 
dedicated, hardworking and motivated. Without 
these qualities, there is no success for either the 
company or them.”

“Decades of IT experience have been transferred 
to this program in order to provide us with new 
concepts already celebrated in Paris, Amsterdam 
and San Francisco. I know from experience that 
a large number of excellent programmers do not 
have a degree in classical education and that 
this is not an obstacle for them. The system that 
led them to success faster is exactly the system 
that accompanies this program.”

“Bit Alliance, as an association of the strongest IT 
players in BiH, definitely supports Mistral and all our 
member companies that will unite Paragon as a 
new educational ideology, preparing for the future 
those who want to be part of the IT world regardless 
of previous knowledge and experience. We believe 
that Paragon will contribute to solving the main 
problem of the IT industry - the constant lack of 
qualified human resources, which will ultimately 
increase the use of the potential of this industry, 
and thus have a positive impact on the entire 
economy.”

General manager - Mistral Technologies

IT expert with 30 years of experience, 
one of the creators and mentors of the 
Program

CEO - Bit Alliance (2019 - 2021) 
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Companies and partners  
about Paragon

Paragon full-stack program is supported by the IT industry in BiH, Montenegro, 
Serbia and Slovenia and program partners of renowned IT companies who 
organize various educational and informal events for Paragon participants during 
the 9 months of the process.

“We at Klika believe that it is extremely important to 
support initiatives aimed at training new future IT experts. 
We are pleased to be DIAMOND partner of the first season 
of the Paragon program, and we hope that Paragon will 
achieve its goals. We truly believe that the IT industry of 
BiH will get qualified staff that will enable its development 
in the future. Opportunities for education provided 
by Paragon, which includes commitment of mentors, 
opportunity to work with experts who have extensive 
experience, and contact with the successful companies, 
are really rare. We hope that Paragon will continue to be 
recognized as a program that enables the upgrade of 
current knowledge or a full career change for many young 
people, but also those a little older, throughout Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the region.”

Klika

Softhouse Balkans
“The IT industry in BiH is strategic in many ways, so its 
development should be approached that way. In addition 
to strengthening university programs, it is very important to 
have space for those who, for whatever reason, do not see 
themselves within the structure of formal education. If this 
space is filled with practical advice, with work with experts 
from practice and a lot of informal learning activities, then 
we are talking about a program worth paying attention to. 
Designed and developed by IT companies, Paragon provides 
an opportunity for comprehensive mastery of skills that are 
the initial stage in launching a career as a programmer in 
the IT industry. Our partnership with Mistral, who started 
this story, is a sign of our faith, not only in the need for such 
a program, but also in its excellence. The great interest of 
partners and students is proof that many other actors think 
in a similar way.”
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Haris A.

Jasmina Z.

When I first saw the Paragon commercial, I thought it was one of 
a series of courses, but seeing that Mistral was behind the project, 
I knew it was going to be something new and innovative in our 
society. Unselfish sharing of knowledge among colleagues and 
the availability of mentors at any time I would list as the biggest 
advantage of this program.

During the studies, a love of programming was developed. 
As the study itself was not closely related to software 
engineering, a desire to learn and improve in this direction 
remained. That’s why I enrolled in Paragon, expecting it to 
be a springboard for me in the IT industry. I believe that after 
completing it, I will be able to find my place in the IT world 
as well as for further career development in this industry.

Paragon student  
(currently works in ZenDev)

Paragon student  
(currently works at Mistral)

Testimonials by our students

Kenan A.

From so much insecurity in myself regarding programming, I grew 
into a confident programmer who is ready to take on a project and 
finish it to the end, even if I sat for 10 hours a day and worked.

Paragon student  
(currently works in Guep Web Solutions d.o.o.)
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Edin H.

Eldan K.

After finishing my studies, I felt the need for additional practical 
knowledge and skills that are used in real-life projects in IT. I 
accidentally found Paragon on the Internet and after consulting 
with certain people I decided to enroll, which turned out to be a 
good decision. I managed to learn a lot of things and gain the 
confidence to apply for jobs. After about 7 months of Paragon, I 
got a job and I can say that Paragon had a direct impact on that. 
The only regret left is the projects I didn’t finish because I had to 
focus on work.  The mentors who work in the Paragon team are 
people about whom I have nothing but words of praise today. 
Colleagues I met during Paragon are great friends and now also 
programmers in different IT companies with whom I stayed in 
touch even after Paragon.

After the selection phase of the Arena, as well as after 
consultations with friends from the IT world, I was sure that 
Paragon would be my ticket to the IT world. The very name of 
Mistral and other partner companies behind Paragon instilled 
certainty about the entire project. As someone who has attended 
some online and traditional education, I think that Paragon is 
way more progressive than anything I have encountered.  The 
technologies we learn with our mentors, who have already 
educated many developers through Gigi school, will prepare us for 
our ultimate goal, employment in one of the IT companies.

Paragon student  
(currently works in Boiken Solutions)

Paragon student  
(currently works at Mistral)







Registration via www.paragon.ba

hello@paragon.ba +387 65 698 474


